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Lead 

Lead  is  a  heavy,  grey,  soft,  metal  which 
is  used  in  construction,  lead  plates  in 
batteries  and  bullets.  Lead  is  also  used 
in  such  alloys  as  solder,  pewter  and 
bearing  metals.  Lead  in  gasoline  was 
banned  by  the  Canadian  government 
in  December  1990. 

Today,  industrial  emissions  are  the 
main  sources  of  lead  in  the  environ- 
ment. Lead-based  paints,  water  from 
soldered  pipes  and  cigarette  smoke 
also  contribute  small  amounts  of  lead 
to  the  environment. 

Lead  in  Soil 

Over  time  the  lead  from  airborne 
sources  accumulates  on  the  ground. 
Not  surprisingly,  elevated  levels  of 
lead  have  been  found  in  lawns,  drive- 
ways, gardens  and  playgrounds  of  res- 
idential neighbourhoods  located  near 
lead  smelting  plants. 

Elevated  levels  of  lead  have  also 
been  found  near  major  roadways  and 
in  cities  and  large  townns  because  lead- 
ed gasoline  was  used  for  such  a  long 
time.  However,  recent  tests  have 
shown  that  the  introduction  of  unlead- 
ed gasoline  has  helped  to  reverse  this 
trend. 


Lead  and  children 

When  young  children  play  outside 
they  may  end  up  swallowing  a  certain 
amount  of  soil.  Evidence  from  recent 
medical  studies  suggests  that  children 
under  six-years-old,  who  play  in  soil 
with  levels  of  lead  of  more  than  1,000 
parts  per  million  (ppm),  may  develop 
elevated  levels  of  lead  in  their  blood. 
Elevated  levels  of  lead  in  children's 
blood  may  result  in  learning  disabili- 
ties, behavioral  problems  and  other 
health  problems  such  as  headaches, 
fatigue  and  kidney  disorders.  The  level 
of  lead  in  a  child's  blood  depends  on 
the  total  amount  of  lead  they  are 
exposed  to  in  the  environment.  That 
includes  not  only  soil  but  also  air, 
water,  food  and  paint. 

For  questions  about  exposure  to 
lead,  please  contact  your  family  doctor 
or  your  local  public  health  department. 

For  more  information,  please  con- 
tact the  Ministry  of  Environment  and 
Energy's  Public  Information  Centre  at 
323-4321. 
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